
 

tŀƎŜ 1 ƻŦ ф 

 

  

County of Los Angeles, Sheriff 

Civilian Oversight Commission 

2nd Annual  

Community Policing  

Conference Report  

Conference Date: November 16, 2019 

Redefining Public Safety  
 

 

 

Working for transparency with respect to the Sheriff's Department 
 

Credible | Respectful | Independent  | Neutral  



Report: 2nd Annual Community Policing Conference Report 
Conference Date: November 16, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contents 
Foreword ....................................................................................................................... 3 

Conference Overview .................................................................................................... 3 

Keynote Speaker: Jerome Dixon................................................................................. 5 

To Be or Not to Be: An Elected Sheriff ........................................................................ 5 

Calming a Crisis: De-escalating Use of Force .............................................................. 6 

Where Do We Go from Here? .................................................................................... 7 

Acknowledgements ....................................................................................................... 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published: February 2020  



 

tŀƎŜ 3 ƻŦ ф 

 

Foreword  
This report was developed by the Los Angeles County Sheriff Civilian Oversight 

Commission (COC), with support from the L.A. County Human Relations Commission 

(HRC) & the L.A. County Department of Public 

Health (DPH), on behalf of many community 

members, law enforcement professionals & 

academics that came together during the 2nd 

Annual Community Policing Conference. 

 

This report provides highlights from the 

conference, ǎȅƴǘƘŜǎƛȊŜǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜΩǎ 

discussions & recommends next steps. The 

information in this report will be used to 

develop a long-term plan to ensure greater 

community communication & engagement 

to increase law enforcement transparency 

& accountability. A special thanks to the 

staff, participants & our partners for their 

support. 

Conference Overview  
On November 16, 2019, the 2nd Annual Community Policing Conference was held at St. 

!ƴƴŜΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ. This gathering brought together nearly 200 members of the 

public, law enforcement professionals, academics & officials for a day of dialog & 

engagement on redefining public safety in Los Angeles County.  

 

Opening remarks were provided by COC Chair Patti Giggans & DPH Director of Violence 

Prevention Andrea Welsing. COC Executive Director Brian K. Williams, Esq. served as 

the master of ceremonies. The conference included a keynote speaker who shared his 

personal experiences in the criminal justice system & his work moving forward. After 
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our morning speaker, several panel sessions were held. The 

first panel delved into the different public safety 

administration structures with a look at elected sheriffs or 

appointed police chiefs. Thereafter, an interactive panel 

session was held which highlighted the L.A. County Sheriff 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ (LASD) training to help officers learn to de-

escalate crisis. Conference attendees were invited to a 

simulated experience of de-escalating an incident without 

the use of force.  

 

Throughout the day, a resource fair was held with nearly 

20 tables offering information about community services. 

Representatives from various public & nonprofit groups 

included:  

ω L.A. County Civilian Oversight Commission 

ω L.A. County Department of Public Health 

ω Human Relations Commission  

ω L.A. County SheriffΩǎ Department 

ω L.A. County Office of Emergency Management  

ω L.A. County Office of Immigrant Affairs  

ω L.A. County 2-1-1 

ω Museum of Tolerance 

ω Dignity & Power Now 

ω The Fountain Theatre 

 

The day of dialogue concluded with a facilitated group 

discussion focused on next steps. In this final 

component of the day, more than 20 table facilitators 

collaborated to lead identified topic discussions at 

their tables & report back to all attendees. 

 

This conference was just one of many steps in what 

we hope to be a continuing dialog.  

COC Chair Patti Giggans provides 

opening remarks. 

COC's Tracy Jordan-Johnson engages with 

community members at the resource table. 












